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given for carrying on the Ar RIcAN TRADE, demonſtrated - 
v0 be Grundleſt and Riding 


RxasoNs againſt Confining any Part of the Trade to a 
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Ls 


Cotnpany Excluſive. _ ., 


I'S humbly conceived there can be no greater Security of the Continuance of 
any Branch bf bur Foreign Trade, than the abſolute and everlaſting Neceſlicy 
thereof, as is the Caſe of the Trade to Africa, by reaſon of its being founded on 
the Commutation of Cloths, and other Merchandize neceſſary to Human Life, 


I. ? 


for Gold, Negroes, Elephants Teeth, Dye-woods, and other uſeful Commodities produced in 


Africa, So that till Men ceaſe to wear Clothes, and rather chuſe to go naked; till the Planters 
ceaſe to cultivate their Lands, and rather chuſe to ſtarve ; till Gold becomes out of Eſteem, and 
Mankind ceaſe to ſeek farther after it; till our Sheep ceaſe to produce Wool, and our Poor chuſe 
to periſh rather than work; in ſhort, till there is an end of all Commerce in the World, there is 
2 greater Certainty of the Continuance and Security of our African Trade, than of any other 
Branch of foreign Trade whatever. 


2. And as 'tis plain that there is ſuch a moral Certainty of this Trade's being carried on, ſo 


N 


the Fund or Duty ariſing therefrom muſt naturally follow ; and 'tis not queſtion d but twill ap- 


pear much more than ſufficient alſo for maintaining our African. Settlements for time to come, on 
examining what it hath produced in Times paſt, which by the Accounts of tlie Ten per Cent. Duty 

laid before the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade, appears to have amounted one Year with ano- 
ther to about 9000 J. per Annum, inan Avaridge, beſides 5 per Cent. for collecting (which is much 
more than ſufficient for maintaining the African Settlements, altho' three Parts of this Time hath. 
happen'd under a very deſtructive War to our Trade in general, but particularly to this of Africa, 
wherein the Separate Traders have loſt great Numbers of Ships with their Cargoes, which 
Loſſes they have ſupplied again by building and buying many Ships in the room of thoſe loſt ; 
which is a certain Demonſtration that this Trade will always be carried on in better Times, 
when tis ſo well carried on under the many Diſcouragements it now labours under, as is more 
particularly confirmed by the great Increaſe of this Trade at Briſtol, where within theſe 5 Years 
it hath increaſed to at leaſt 4 times more than twas. 

3. The ſame Queſtion may be urg'd in all other Trades, and be an Objection alſo if it had 
any Weight, to the Loan of any Fund, on the Exciſe and Cuſtoms, by the Purchaſers of Annui- 
ties, who may ſay, What Security can there be that the Trade on which thoſe Duties are rais'd 
will be preſerv'd, ſo as to produce a ſufficient Fund for paying Annuities or Intereſt. The An- 
{wer to it is, That it appearing what thoſe Duties have produc'd for Times paſt, and People be- 
ing ſatisfied therewith, have, in all Times lent very great Sums of Money thereon, without far- 
ther Doubt, and have-ſeldom been deceiv'd, becauſe if the Duty don't anſwer one Year it doth 


another, which is frequently the Caſe of the Turky Company. If that Trade don't anſwer ſo as 


to raiſe a ſufficient Sum one Year, for Maintenance of their Charges abroad, it doth another, 
which will doubtleſs hold good in reſpec to the Caſe in Diſpute. | 
But were it a rational thing to believe that all the Separate Traders ſhould ceaſe to trade for 
Gold, Negroes, and other African Commodities, and their Apprentices and Servants ſhould all 
die at once; yet ſuch is the Caſe of the Planter, that in our Sugar Plantations he cannot labour 
himſelf in the Heat without danger of his Life, nor without the help of his Negroes could he be 
able to raiſe Productions enough to enable him to purchaſe even Shoes and Stockins for his Fa- 
mily. So that the Planters would naturally become African Traders themſelves, as many of them 
are now, and meer Neceſſity will oblige them to ſend for their own Negroes, it they are not 
brought to them, which Liberty by an Excluſive Trade they are debarred of, if the Excluſive 
Company ſhould fail to ſupply them. | : 3 
5. If by this Enquiry tis underſtood the Government may be in danger of being at ſome Ex- 
pence for maintaining theſe Settlements, if the Trade ſhould fail to be carried on, the Anſwer 
to that is very plain: For if Forts are neceſſary to Trade only, as is alledged, and ſuch Trade is 
not drove, there can be no Occaſion of maintaining thoſe Forts; but if the Trade is drove, 
ſuch Trade carries a Duty along with it ſufficient for their Maintenance. And in proof that our 
African Settlements would be of little or no Charge, if well managed, the following Abſtract of 


* Letter from the Coaſt is a convincing Argument. Al ral 


(2) 
Commander of the Mermaid Galley, dated from the Gold Coaft, 
| October 26. 1710. 


Abſtraft of a Letter from Hen, Glynn 8 
| aa]? | . Chief thinks fit, provided 
c Sir D Ih Th 4 has ven Liberty to all Out-Forts tO trade a5 the : 
2 cut of che acifing Profis, they defray the Charge of the Forts; two of them have taken ſomo 
Lof my Goods, and are trading for me. e 2" | * a g 
1 8 a 

By whichꝰtis very plain that the Company's Factors having only the Liberty of Prading 

BF. os Teak, = means of ſuch Trade, maintain the African Settlements without Dy o- 
ther Aſſiſtance. Wenn n | 


REASONS againſt an Excluftve Trade to the Gold Coaſt, now offer d 
at by the African Company and their Creditors, 


HEN the Company's fallacious Arguments * General Excluſive Trade to Africa have 
uſually been confuted, then truly they will be content with ſo much of it Excluſive as 
"where the Britiſh Settlements are, which being their preſent Purpoſe, the following Reaſons 


offer againſt that Propoſal. | 


I. Nineteen Parts in ewenty of our Woollen and other Brit; Manufactures, bein vended on 
the Gold Coaſt, where our Settlements are, (and Foreign Goods moſtly in the other Parts of 
Africa) the granting that Part of the Trade Excluſive; would effectually be the Cauſe of a M 

l 


nopoly of all our Britiſh Manufactures, * 
II. As *twould be a Monopoly of our Britiſh Manufactures at home, ſo the Gold Coaſt Ne- 


oes being the moſt hardy, ſerviceable, docile and uſeful, eſpecially to our Sugar Plantations, 


* 
- 
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who will not buy any other when choſe can be had) ſo this Propoſal would be in effect an entixe 3 


Monopoly of Slaves to all our Sugar Planters . : | 
III. As all Separate Ships uſually buy the Corn and Proviſions for their Loading of Negroes, on 
that Coaſt, altho' bound to other Places, ſo the Excluding the Traders from the Gold Coaſt 
would be in a Manner to exclude them from the whole Trade, and the Negroes they load will 
be —— ny. of — ſtarv'd. 5 
. By this Propoſal, there can be but one Importer of Gold from A5: ing chi 
brought from that Coaft 10 Irn 258 beang chiefhy 


So that the Demand of the Company in this Caſe, is the ſame thing as to demand the Trade | 


* 


of the City of London, and leave the Private Traders the Hundreds of Eſer to Trade to only, {| 
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